——Mr. Charnock's Letter, Writ to a Friend. after his 
Condemnation. Y 


; HO” the Soul of Man after Death be probably as little ſenſible: of the Cen- 
ſures of the World as the Body is that lies in the Grave, for. then: it: ſtands 
betore another ſort-of a Judge, who weighs our A&ions not bythe. lying: Bal- 
lances of Men, but the never-varying*Standard of his -own'Laws , which are 
Juſtice it ſelf; yet in regard, that every dying Chriſtian ſeems bound. as far-as 
Truth will permit, to remove Scandal, and leave a good Name behind him, I have 
thought ir a Duty incumbent upon me to give a plain and true Account , before 
. I die, both of the Fa& for which 1 am to ſuffer, and of the Reaſons and Motives. 
inducing me to that Undertaking ; which ſince it cannot well be done, as it ought 
to. be, in that ſhort Paper 41-intend to deliver to the Sheriff at my Execution, for 
Reaſons too obvious to be mentioned; I-have-choſen this way of: doing itin con-.. 
fidence of your Friendſhip to me, and of your Diſcretion that you will not divulge 
what I now write to you, but ina proper Seaſon, when the Minds of Men, grown * 
 -more calm, ſhall be more ſuſceptible of Reaſon, and when it may be done without. 
drawing more Perſecution upon thoſe honeſt Men who ly under the Jealouſy and 
:Suſpicion of the preſent Government. OO T8 
As to the Matter of Fa& for which I ſtand condemned, no Body can give a 
better Account of it then Mr. Porter himſelf who was the chief Promoter and 
Dire&or of that Enterprize, as he -is now the chicf Witneſs againſt the Parties 
therein concerned; and I muſt own thatiin his Evidence at my Tryal all that he ſaid 
againſt me was true, ſaving only where he ſays I told him that Sir George Bar- 
[clay brought-over a Commiſſion to Ievy- War upon the Perſon of the Prince of 
*Orange, 'an Expreſſion of which the-lImpropriety ſhews the Falſity ; 'it could never 
- come out of the Mouth of a Soldier, nor enter into any Commiſſion, but ſmells of 
the Gown or the Green Bag, and of Hints given to mend an Evidence and bring 
It to what they would be at, viz. To. exaſperate the Minds of the People againſt 
their Lawful Soveraign, ſo to keep up the Spiritof Rebellion in the Nation by the 
ſame Acts which firſt ſerved to raiſe and introduce it. - | 
Beſides, he paſſed over 1n. Silence ſome *material Circumſtances-well known to 
tum, 'which tho? they made not+much to*the Buſineſs -of-the Court, who minded 
" only the Condemnation of the Priſoners, -and the ſetting forth the.Conſpiracy in 
' the blackeſt Colors, yet-would have ſerved, had they been. faithfully related, ta 
"givegreat Light ro the impartial Truth: of that whole Afar. | 
. Whea 1 was ſent: laſt Summer ( as he very well knows) with a Commiſſion to 
, St. Germain, tofix the time and number-of Men for the Ring's Deſcentiin England, 
the Buſineſs of the attempting-upon' the* Perſon: of the-Prince of Orange had-been 
often agitated before-that time, by him and ſome*others;, cas: apbeart by the-Evi- 
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dence given by him and /a Rue, he could, had he fo pleaſed, have given the Reaſon. 


why no Propoſal of that Nature was putinto my Inſtructions, for which indeed no 
other Reaſon can be-given, but the true one, viz. [That ſuch Offers formerlyumade 


had always been rejected by his' Majeſty; and accordingly I now ſolemnly averr, 


upon the Word of a Chriſtian and a dying Man, That whenrI came to Sr. Germain 
with the Propoſals I was Commiſſion'd to make about rhe King's Landing, there 
was not the leaſt mention made there on any fide of an Attempt upon the Perſon 
of the Prince of Orange. - - © » 3p, Z | bony 
Mr.' Porter could have alſo told that he himſelf.was a principal Adviſer to ;nake 
uſe of Sir George Barclay's Commiſſion, which was in Terms only to levy War 
againſt the Prince of Orazge and his Adherents, as a Warrant to attempt the 
ſeizing of his Perſon, ſuppoling, with good;Reaſpn, that nothing would more fa- 


cilitate and ſerve the King's. intended Landing, in order to the Recovery of his . 


Right. AndI1 think ir's obvious to every Underſtanding, that lince Mr. Porter was 
always a principal Manager in the Deſign. of bringing . back. the King, lad there 
ever been any particular Order or Commiſſion. ſeat trom St. Germain to attempt 
- upon the Perſon of the Prince of Orange, he certainly muſt have ſeen .or known 


' . it; and when he becarne an Evidence he: would as certainly have declared it to his 


. new. Maſters, from wliom:he expeCted his Pardon and Reward , ſince tl:at would 
have plcaſed them bercer.,than all he could ſay beſides. | 


Whar 1 have hithgrto: {aid is not; with Deſign to throw off any ſeeming. Guilt 
from my ſelf and to. lay it, upon others, bur to ſet Matters of FaQ, as near as I can, 
in their true Light. | 

As to my own Particular, ſince I am to paſs within-few Days, or rather Hours, 
out of this Tranſitory World into another which will have no end, and where I 


- muſt ſtand or fall according to the State or Condition of my Soul (good or bad) at _ 


the time of that dreadful Paſſage , I .ſhall be very careful to be exa&t and ſincere 
in- the Account I give you of the Motives and Reaſons which prevailed upon me 
; to engage in this Undertaking. I cannot ſay, by way of Excuſe (as others, per- 
haps may ſay) that 1 did ic raſhly or.ignorantly; for ic was after long Thinking, 
- and with a full. Conviction of my.;Judgment not only as .to the Lawfulneſfs, but alſo 
the Expediency of the Enterprize, that [ joined in it. I very well know that. many 
'* Things in themſelves may. be lawful, - which in ſome Circumſtances are not fit, and 
therefore ought not to be done. Wherefore to vindicate my ſelf, I ſhall in the 
firſt place lay down the Reaſons which convinced me as to the Lawfulneſs of the 
Action, and in the next place relate -the Motives which 1nduced me to believe it 
19, the preſent Juncture, no-leſs,expedient than lawful:to be undertaken :: Nor ſhall 
I much concern; my ſelf for. the Cenſares of that ſort-of Men, . who judge no other- 
ways of Things than by their Eyent; which alone determins them without look- 
ing any further to cry, Hoſanna, or Crucify, to applaud or condemn one and the 
ſame Action: I only deſire to juſtify my ſelf to the reafonable part of Mankind, 


who judge not of Actions by. Paſſion, Intereſt or Succeſs, but, by-their Conformity : 


— 


to the- ſtri& Rules of, Juſtice and Reaſon.; and to. their ,Judgment I willingly ſub- 
wut the Reputation I ſhall leaye. behiud, me. ts  - 


The - 


| 
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— "The Prince of Oraxge, in. reference to the King, is to be conſidered under a 


double Qualification, of an Enemy, and of 'an-Uſurper. ' Take him firſt nnder the 
ſingle Notion of an, Enemy , and it muſt be allowed there is no Example in all 
Hiſtory, of any one ſo foul, ſo perfidious and ſo trez<li2rous, as he has been, and 
is ſtill towards 'his Majeſty. - When there was no appearance but of a declared 
mutual Friendſhip made inviolable by all the Ties. ot Nature, Conſanguinity-and 
Alliance, ſound and ſincere on his Majeſty's part, tho* hallow and treacherous 
( Dutch-like) on the other ; that Prince firſt corrupts and dchauches the King's 


| ſworn Subjects and Servants. ([ am loth to ſay and his very Children too) .by fly - 
Arts, falſe Suggeſtions, and 'deluding Promiſes. Next, without any colour of 
Wrong done him, without Notice given, 'or War declared, he-iavades the King- 


dom of his Uncle aftd Father-in-Law with armed Force, refuſes all Terms of- an 
amicable Treaty , drives the King from his own Court at an undie Hour, claps 
Foreign Guards upon his Royal Perſon, and when his Majeſty ſaved himſelf out of 


- their Hands, an Aſſembly of profligate Rebels (proper Tools for ſuch a Work, 
and fit Members for ſuch a Head) by a ſtrange mixture of Nonſenſe and Treaſon, 


Vote his neceſſitated wichdrawing fof the juſt recovery of his moſt unjuſtly loſt 
Liberty, to be an Abdication of his Crown. Theſe were the Steps of the Prince. 
of Orange when he firſt enter'd into open Hoſtility againſt the .King, ſince which 


time he with his Janiſſaries and Creatures both of the Swordand: Gown, : has -conti- 


nued an inhuman War without Quarter to any of his Majeſty's Subje&ts by Land 
or by Sea, that'are found engaged in his Service. OT 
' Now I deſire to know, according; to all the Rules of Juſtice and Laws of Nati- 
ons, what Meaſures ought to be:kept with ſuch an Enemy ? Shall it be lawful for 
the Prince. of Orange, born a Subject and Servant to the High (forſooth) and 
Mighty States of Holland, treacherouſly to invade the Dominions of a Lawful King, 
and in-Conjunction with Rebels and Traitors to diſpoſleſs not only him of the 
Crown, but as much as in him lies to exclude for ever his Rightful Heirs from their 
Succeſſion, to Hang, Draw , and Quarter all Loyal Subjeats that appear for him, 


and aſſert his Righr according to their Duty., -to- waſte and deſtroy the Engliſh 


Nation in favour of his Darling Country-men the Dxrcb, that they may be in- 


' riched and have a wider Barrier for their Security ? And after all this, ſhall this 


Perkin Werbeck of a King be held ſacred in his Perſon ſo as not to be touch'd, bur 
ſuffered with Impunity to Maſlacre and Deſtroy the beſt part of Mankind, whilſt 
he Cheriſhes, Promotes and ProteQs ſuch alone as the Gallows would be too mild 
a Puniſhment for.? The .Crimes and Wickedneſs of others may judge of this as 


'they pleaſe, for my part I am convinced that-as 'Terrullian ſays, In hoſtes publicos * 


omnis homo eſt miles , and that It 1s the Duty of every loyal Subjet that has the 
Courage and Opportunity to do it, to rid the World of a publick :Enemy who 
has kindled' a War all over” Exzrope,: and ſacrificed more Lives of Men and\Millions 


..6of Mony in his time , to his inſatiable Ambition and Uſarpation ; i than;all your 


Marius's and Sylla's, Ceſar's and Pompey's, put "together, &c. 'To,juſtify my-own 


\* Undertaking, T.ſhall only borrow the Words of that famous Roman Miulius Scevola, 
. fo. much applauded by all Antiquity, -who-in a like Attempt nponithe Tyrant 
-Porſenna, {aid only for his Vindication, Hoſts hoſtem occidere volu;; and yet 1.ex- 
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pe-that-many honeſt and loyal Men, who live under the-Laſh of the Uſurper, 


Juſt and Unjuſt, will as loudly condemn me, as the greateſt Sticklers for the Uſur-. 
pationz. and call: the -Attempt of Aſſaſſination, Murderation,- and what not? But 
1 deſire to know from thoſe Gentlemen how they would have called it, if it had. 
ſucceeded,; and that-thereupon the King had bcen reſtored! And Secondly, how 
they would: have called'it, had,ir-been performed with an Army of twenty thou- 
ſand Men ? Fair War no doubt. -What if with ten thouſand ? What. if with five 
thouſand;. and: ſo downwards? To-conclude, what is lawful to be done by many 
is likewiſe ſo by few. /If- Fonathan only with his Squire, when he ſet upon' the. 
Camp of the' Philiſtines,, had met their General in his Tent, ayhat Quarters do you 
. think he woyld-havye given him ? Andhad he killed him with the reſt, would any. 


that makes the-A@ion juſt or unjuſt, fair or foul. Nor can any Body think that 
the King and the Prince of Orange are not in a ſtate of War ſtill on Foot ever 
ſince the time of the Invaſion; and how great ſoever the Inequality of their Forces 


his Majeſty's Royal Perſon equally fubſiſts with-the Juſtice of his Claim, and can-. 


priciouſneſs of his Subjects, be their pretence for it whatit will; Jus Regni penes ip- 


ſome out of Fear, and ſome for want of Penetration and Diſcernment between 


Body dare call it: an Aſſaſſination ? So that ic's not the Number, but the Cauſe, 


and other Circumſtances may be, the Right af War and Government inhereat in. 


not determin_by his own Conſent ; which agrees with the applauded Docrin of - 
the moſt learned*Grotius, ſpeaking of a King turned out of Poſſeſſion by the .ca-- 


ſum manet, ſays this Celebrated - Author , - ut cungue, poſſeſſionem amiſerit. Nor can, 
any Body of-Men indeed jointly or ſeparately give that Power or Authority .to.. 
another, that Fate from having the leaſt colour of Right to themſelves, is no. leſs, | 


by. our Laws and Conſtitutions, than the higheſt Treaſon in the+SubjeRs, to har- 
.,.\ bour the leaſt Thought to .alter-and diſpoſſeſs; ſo.ſacrsd is the ſettled Succeſlion' ot: 
*| our Crown, and its ancient Hereditary Rights, in the Eyes of our Law. 


lerable Reaſon why it ſhould be lawful for their Maſter and his Followers, in the 


treacherouſly to ſet upan the King without any preceding Quarrel or Complaint ? 
And why it_ may.nor be. lawful for his Majeſty's loyal Subjes, after ſuch Ag- 


xtacking ſuch an Enemy.? 


Hitherto 1 haye conſidered the-Prince of Orange under the ſingle Qualification 
of. an Enemy, explaining oaly what, ſort of an Enemy he is, and what 1 thought 


take a View of .him in his particular Character of Uſurper,. which in it ſelf, with-. 
out any - farther aggravating Circumſtances , includes the higheſt Injuſtice and- 


an,unjuſt Raviſher of them is by infinite degrees more criminal and more puni-. 


can be more plain.and.evident than that King James IL is the undoubted*Heredi-. 
| | ary 


Laſtly, let"the, Friends and. Partizans of the Prince of Orange give me any tol-. 


middle of a full Peace, and all outward Marks of Friendſhip , fraudulently and 


greſſion, and fo many Injuries and Indignities. received; to take any occaſion of 


might be lawfully attempted..againſt an Enemy of. his ſort. It..now remains to. 


greateſt Wrong that can bedone by Man to Man ; for ſince of al] Worldly Goods: 
a:Crown and Scepter are beyond any proportion the moſt eſtimable, it fallows that, 


ſhable than any 'other - Robber or. Malefa&tor whatſoever. And whereas nothing. . 


tary, True and\Lawful Ring of England,. both by an indiſputable Right in the 
due Courſe of Succeſlion, by aQtual Poſlefſion of the Crown art the tinie of the [n- 
vaſion, and' by a general Recognition of the whole Kingdom who had ſworn Al- 
legiance to him'; ſo by neceſſary Conſequence it's no leſs manifeſt that the Prince 
of .Orange, notwithſtanding any Appellation or Title given him by Rebels at home, 
or. by Intereſted Potentates abroad, -is a downright Uſurperz for that: Nemo poteſt 
plus juris inalium transferre quam ipſe habet. . And. I ſuppoſe .no Body will (believe 
that there accrued any Right ro-Oliver Cromwel. intituling him to the Supream 
Government of England, becauſe under the Name of 'ProteQor. he executed King- 
Iy Power at home, and was Recognized as ſuch by all the Crowned Heads of 
Europe, who ſent their Embaſſadors, and ſtooped'as low to him, as any of. them 
now can do to the Prince of Orange. Therefore whatever may be lawfully at- 
tempted againſt the worſt of Thieves and Robbers, not only may but ought to 
be attempted againſt him ; for if when my Neighbour's Houſe is aſſaulted and broke 
into by Highway-men, I am bound by the Laws of Human Society, which oblige 
all the Members of. it to a mutual Defence of one another, to ſuccour and aſſiſt 
him as far as I am able, to drive out the Robbers, and to take them, and.to kill 
them, if nothing elſe will do; with how much more Reaſon then am I bound 
to aid'and aſſiſt my lawful Sovereign by any Means whatſoever , to drive out- an 
Ufurper, the greateſt and worſt of Robbers, exceeding them in Guilt as much as 
a Kingdom does in value the Eſtate of a private Family ? This is what all that are 


| born within his Majeſty's Dominions :are bound to do, by virtue as well of- their 


natural as of their ſworn Allegiance, ' ſuch Oaths being only explanatory and de- 
clarative of a Duty inherent in-every Subje&- to..defend. his -Majeſty's Perſon, 
Crown and Dignity , againſt all Enemies whatſoey im, vi, repellendo; and a- 
gainſt whom if not againſt an Invader and a Uſurper ? 

To me it's evident Demonſtration', © thatiſigce Juſtice. both Human and Divine 
requires that heinous and publick-Crimrs ſhonld-not remain nnpuniſhed; and ſince 
of all other Crimes that of Uſurpation is the moſt Heinous in ir ſelf, and moſt 
pernicious in the Conſequences of it, there muſt be ſome Ways and Means al- 


* Jowed'by God and Man for the puniſhment of it-:* Now whereas an Uſurper in 


poſſeſſion is without the reach of the Law, and by Force.and Violence controuls 


and makes impoſſible all Regular Forms of a. Judicial Proceeding againſt him, ic 


mult follow that every; loyal Subje&; tho? a private Perſon, .is.a warrantable Mi- 
niſter of Juſtice againſt-him, or elſe you mult grant that the greater any.Crime is 
the greater would be'its Impunity: Than which nothing can. be more contrary 
to Juſtice, and to. all Laws Human and Divine; and this I take to. be the true 
Reaſon of the above-mentioned Maxim of Tertullian, That againſt a publick 
Enemy every Man is a Soldier, and conſequently impowered pſo-fatto & ex na- 
txra rei, to aſſault him without being Liſted upon a Muſter-Roll. 


And indeed it is abſolutely neceſſary for the Common Peace and Safety of Man... 
kind that this ſhould be ſo; for. otherwiſe ſuch is the Pride of Human Nature-p 
and Inclination to, Superiority , that without ſuch Y ENGNG Licence of deſtroy-: 


ing notorious Uſurpers, every ambitious Man would always be Machinating and, 
Caballing to get the Reins of Power into his own Hands, whereby all Hoang 
| | Vvern- 
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Governments would be overthrown, and the World involved in a perpetual-Ci- . . 


vil War. 


This convincingly proves how great. the.neceſlity is that unjuſt , , ambitions 


Men, ſhould by all Means: poſlible :be .deterred from the., pernicious Crime of 


Uſurpation, and that Uſurpers ought:to be expoſed as Wolves and wild Beaſts 


$ who. aaaitebly devour .all that. comes:in their Way ; - ought to. be. ſet upon, and 


to have Juſtice done on them by, any. Perſon -whaſoever, eſpecially aggrieved by 


them without Cauſe. And. whar..can-. a' common - Uſurper .expec, ,when Julirs 
Ce{ar himſelf-for uſurping upon the Freedom of the Roman :Common-wealth , 


could not *ſcapethe Poinards of Brutus and Caſſius.,,. aud. others the, beſt Meu of - 
that time, and :fome of them by;him reputed his intimate Friends? .To.this may 


be added a further Authority of ;the afore-cited Grotins , an Author. equally fa- 
mous for. Erudition and Moderation , and therefore received by all Parties, who 


In his Book de Faure Bells & Pacts, tells us, That when any, one by an unjuſt way, . 
contrary. to the Law of. Nations, ſhall Uſurp: the; $upreany Power, &c. : he may - 
be lawfully killed; Faure poteſt occsds, are his /Wptds;1q qa Liber private, by -eyery . 


private'Perſon that ows Allegiance ;to-him that-has:tho:Right. And, in another 


place the ſame Author lays down, That 7 partum Imperium; vi diſoluj pote#t, A. 


Power acquired by. Force and Violence (which is the Caſe of all Uſurpers) may, 


by Force and Violence , ['be : pull'd to- pieces. All which plainly ſhew, that no 
. Action:can be.moreiJuſt. or Honoprable,;in-che Eye' of God and the impartial part . 


of Mankind,-.thanthat for, which I'now ſtand condemned. | 


- - P 


['\nd-this: Letter/ grows 'to a' greater' length; than I firſt intended, and takes * 


fing 1n Engloud ard that he'ſhquld be- joined at; kis Landing, with:a Body only of 
' two thouſa 


This I thought the beſt piece of Service that could be done to my King and 
CS IEn | : Country, 
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-.. Goviitry; in reſtoridg! the one to: his{juſb,Rightz: and:the:6thier :to; that; Peace ant 
---Plenty 12 Enjoyed rt the time-of hislReign $3 and” keef for #he+time:r0 com3ator 
the Uſe and Honour of our own, the:many Millions. of Engliſh: Mbny, yearly ſear 
into Holfand, &c. as well as prevent the farther Efluſion of Engliſh Blood at hon;c 


[ -and abroad, 1n the ſervile Service of Oac that when they have done a!l for they 
p can, -Will-bnb reward them with Scorn, Sliglit, and 'Contempr ar laſt; And ra-- 
| ther than not be their abſolute arbitrary Lord and Maſter, even when he.-ſeems 


molt ro comply with them, will, perhaps, make thoſe Leagues and Alliances to- 
| their Prejudice, and without their Privity, in order to ſtrengthen himſelf againſt 
| . them, that were but imaginarily ſuppoſed to have been made by others , ipſe 
a wviderint. 
| | —* Before I cloſe this Letter, I muſt»-obvikte an ObeRion to which hoth you and 
| 4 others may chance think meliable in what I have already ſaid: It may beasked why 
I enggged in an Attempr'dt thus Nature, .not only without any ſpecial Leave or 
- OrderVronythe King, butatter having been rold how averſe he formerly had been 
- TgPrepoſitions made to him upon the ſame Subje&t? To this I reply, Thar as to A 
B thed6ing it Fichout expreG Leave, ſome Actions there are which carry with them 
F theown Leave » as In the Caſe above-mentioned of Robbers breaking into my 
Neighbour”s Jouſe, I may help to dgve them 6ur without the previous Ceremony 
of asking lefve : And this yolds'mifh more ſtrongly in our preſent. Caſe , where 
the diſtance of Place and other Impediments! made it unpraQticable to ſend for 
leave, and loſe the Occaſion. But then as'tfo the ReluQtancy which his Majeſty had 
| , formerly ſhewn when ſuch Offers have beth made, though it ought to he attributed 
4 to Mildneſs and Goodneſs oF Natare, whicttis more conſpicuous in him than in 2ny 
| Prince or Perſon living, regard alſo milſt be had to the difference of Time and 
x © Circumſtances; and it mayebe reaſonably Fpreſum'd that what his Majeſty had, 
=, ' _<zor ſome Reaſons, rejedted, he-miight ngg@e diſpleaſed at the doing, pf at another 
| time, when his own and the publick Good neceſſarily requires it, eſpecially where IN 
| the Undertaking is grounded upon ſo many well-known warrantable Authorities 
of Self-preſervation, common Juſtice and natural Reaſon. Nor could 1 under- 
ſtand it in ſuch a manner as if the King had given a general Prohibition that at no 
. time the Perſon of the Prince of Orange ſhould be rouched , as David did in the 
Caſe of his Son Abſolom, without which the Action of Joab had certainly bcen the 
beſt Service he ever did his Maſter, whatever it may be reputed, notwichſtanding 
| the Prohibition. - _ 
| Laſtly, As to the Rightfulneſs and Legality of the Action in it ſelf, no Body $- 
| - that believes his Majeſty to be lawful King of  Enpland, and underſtands any thing 
of the Conſtitution of our lawful Government, and that is not a Stranger what 
| the Prince of Orange is, nor to the Arts and Ways he uſed to Uſurp the Throne 
| of this Kingdom , can doubt but that by Virtue of his Majeſty's Commiſſion to 
! levy War againſt the Prince of Orange and his Adherents, laying aſide all otlicr 
| _ warrantable Authorities and Reaſons, the ſetting {pod his Perſon is juſtifiable, as 
well by the Laws of the Land duly interpreted and executed, as by all I have hi- 
therto ſaid, LL 


wo 


-. <0 


{/ 2 Thus 


Thus I put my Juſtification.into your Hands as my beſt Friend, to be made uſe 


of in Time and Place according to your Diſcretion,: ſo as neither your.Self nor 
any honeſt Man may be harmed by it, This is the laſt Farewel of 
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